
 
 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for working collaboratively with all of us 
through the reopening of schools and the first 5-week marking period. As our teachers and students 
have become more comfortable with technology and virtual teaching and learning, we are proud of 
the tremendous effort and perseverance of all our students, staff and families. 
 
Please stay strong and reach out to us with any needs or challenges that you may be experiencing. 
We would also like to thank everyone for filling out our LEAD M.R.A. and School Culture sur-
veys.  These instruments help to provide us valuable information regarding our progress and how we 
may better serve our students, staff and families. 
 
Our music program is producing a musical review entitled “Christmas on Broadway” to be performed in December. A 
review is made up of selections, short scenes, songs, and dances all with a common theme. In this case, “Christmas on 
Broadway” will take holiday themed songs from several different musicals, monologues, and small skits, and choreogra-
phy to form one production. Reviews often involve smaller groups of people and less extravagant props, sets, and  
costuming which lends nicely to the ability to maintain a production during a pandemic. All COVID-19 safety protocols 
will apply to our rehearsals and performances and follow all NYSED and Department of Health guidelines.  
 
We have completed our parent/student cohort requests for quarter 2.  At the start of quarter two, we will have 490 students 
participating in the hybrid model and 101 students participating all virtually. We would like to take this opportunity to 
give a shout out to the Mexico Academy & Central School District Transportation Department for helping us organize all 
of the information and requests, and for helping our students get off to a positive start each day! 
 
Please remember to call the technology helpline any time you are experiencing difficulty with technology at 315-963-
5815. Also, if you plan to travel over the upcoming holidays or if you have family visiting from out of state, the Depart-
ment of Health asks that all travelers register at:  https://forms.ny.gov/s3/Welcome-to-New-York-State-Traveler-Health-
Form 
 
Thank you to everyone for your continued diligence in following all of the COVID-19 safety protocols in our school. I 

could not be more proud of our in-person students who have been very mature and respectful regarding our protocols. 

Sincerely, 

Kim Holliday 

 
 
 
 
 
 

November 2021 

From the Desk of Ms. Holliday... 

Tiger Wire 

i-Ready Update 
 
 

It’s hard to believe we are already starting our third month of the school year! Throughout October, our 
students and staff worked hard to complete the i-Ready diagnostic in both Reading and Math for all  
students 5-8.  The results of the diagnostic are used to inform teacher instruction as well as to create 
personalized learning lessons for each student on i-Ready. 
 
Personalized Learning on i-Ready: The personalized learning component of i-Ready includes online 
lessons that are individually tailored for students at their own personal levels. There are two types of 
online lessons for students to complete. There are “My Path” lessons and “Teacher-Assigned” lessons. 
My Path lessons are the lessons that are driven from the results of the diagnostic results. Teacher  
assigned lessons are lessons teachers can choose to assign to students to address specific skills being 
taught in the classroom. All students 5-8, will complete 45 minutes a week of online lessons in both 
Reading and Math. 20 minutes a week will occur in class and the remaining 25 minutes will be  
completed virtually. Aside from the 45 minutes a week per subject, we are looking to see that students 
are passing their online lessons with 70-100% accuracy. We can’t wait to celebrate the learning and 
growth that occurs over the next few months! Our next diagnostic will take place between January 25th, 
2021-February 12th, 2021.  
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https://forms.ny.gov/s3/Welcome-to-New-York-State-Traveler-Health-Form


Student Lighthouse Team News 
 
 

Congratulations to our Student Lighthouse Team members for the 2021-
2022 school year! They are Katelynn Horzempa, Rachel Gagnier, Ava Warchol, 
Jacob Upcraft, Isabella Ladd, Sophia Terzulli, Alexis Jackson, Ally Rando, Ma-
son Russell, Sophie Madden, Isabel Clark, Madison Snyder and Ben Parker. 
These student leaders will be writing articles for the Tiger Wire, running pep 
rallies, and holding challenges for students to participate in. They will be acting 
as role models for their peers by demonstrating the 7 habits.  

They will also be on the lookout for students who are doing a great job 
with the first three habits. These are: be proactive, begin with the end in mind 
and put first things first. If a lighthouse team member catches you doing one of 
these habits, you could win a prize at our next pep rally! These are the habits of 
the private victory. These habits help us to move from dependence to independ-
ence. We hope to have lots of students showing us these habits to be entered to 
win. Good luck! 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
              
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

            

 
NOVEMBER 2021  

 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY  

 1 

C 
2 

D 

3 

A 
4 

B 

5 Staff Devel-
opment Day 

No Schoolo 

 

            

 8 

C 

9 

D 

10 

A 
11 Veternan’s 

Day 

No School 

12 

B 
 

            

 15 

C 

16 

D 

17 
A 

Half day  

18 
B 

Half Day 

19 

C         

 

            

 22 

D 

23 

A 

24 
Thanksgiving 
Holiday- No 

School 

25 

 

26 
Thanksgiving 
Holiday- No 

School 

 

            

 29 

B 
30 

C 
     

  
     

              

    
   

November 4        —      Board of Education Meeting—6:00 pm  HS Spotlight 
November 5        —      Staff Development Day—No school for students 
November 7        —      Daylight Saving Time Ends—Set Clocks BACK one hour 
November  8-10   —     Bus Emergency Drill 
November 11      —     Veteran's Day  - No School 
November 12       —   End of 10-week marking period 
November 17-18  —    1/2 Day Parent Teacher Conferences 
November 18       —     Board of Education Workshop 6:00 pm DO 
November 18       —     MS Musical 7 PM MS Auditorium 
November 19       —     Picture Retakes 
November 20       —    All-County  Band Auditions 



 

 

ABOUT THE CHALLENGE 

 
 

 

November 1 - 30, 2021 
 
A fun family challenge to do during the month of November: 
Move 30 minutes a day for 30 days. Your movement does not 
have to be cardio —it just has to be steady movement. 
We encourage you to get creative: vacuum, clean out the garage, 
scrub the shower, take a family walk, 
anything that gets the blood pumping! Get active and get mov-
ing! 



 
 
  

                                               Día de los Muertos  
 

  

   More than 500 years ago, when the Spanish Conquistadors landed in 
what is now Mexico, they encountered natives practicing a ritual that 
seemed to mock death. It was a ritual the indigenous people had been 
practicing at least 3,000 years. A ritual the Spaniards would try unsuccess-
fully to eliminate. A ritual known today as Día de los Muertos, or Day of 
the Dead. 
   The ritual is celebrated in Mexico and certain parts of the United States 
– southern California & Texas. Today, people don wooden skull masks 
called calacas and dance in honor of their deceased relatives. The wooden 
skulls are also placed on altars that are dedicated to the dead. Sugar 
skulls, made with the names of the dead person on the forehead, are eaten 
by a relative or friend. The skulls were used to honor the dead, whom the 
Aztecs and other Meso-American civilizations believed came back to visit 
during the month-long ritual. 
   Unlike the Spaniards, who viewed death as the end of life, the natives 
viewed it as the continuation of life. Instead of fearing death, they em-
braced it. To them, life was a dream and only in death did they become 
truly awake. However, the Spaniards considered the ritual to be sacrile-
gious. They perceived the indigenous people to be barbaric and pagan. 
   In their attempts to convert them to Catholicism, the Spaniards tried to 
eliminate the ritual, but like the old Aztec spirits, the ritual refused to die. 
To make the ritual more Christian, the Spaniards 
moved the date so it coincided with All Saints' 
Day and All Souls' Day (Nov. 1 and 2), which is 
when it is celebrated today. Previously it fell on 
the ninth month of the Aztec Solar Calendar, ap-
proximately the beginning of August, and was 
celebrated for the entire month. Festivities were 
presided over by the goddess Mictecacihuatl. 
The goddess, known as "Lady of the Dead," was 
believed to have died at birth. 
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Pan de Muerto – Bread of the Dead 

 

 
½ c. butter 

½ c. milk 
½ c. water 

5 – 5 ½ c. flour                  
2 packages dry yeast 

1 tsp. salt 
1 tbs. flavoring (vanilla/almond/orange/anise) 
½ c. sugar 

4 eggs 
 

In a medium saucepan over medium heat, heat the butter, milk & water until very warm but NOT boiling. 

Measure out 1 – 1 ½ c. flour & set the rest aside. 

In a large mixing bowl, combine the 1 ½ c. flour, yeast, salt & sugar. 

Beat in the warm liquid until well combined. 

Add the eggs & beat another 1 c. flour. 

Continue adding more flour until dough is soft but not sticky. 

Knead on lightly floured board for 10 minutes until smooth & elastic. 

Lightly grease a bowl & place dough in it – cover with plastic wrap & let it rise in a warm place until doubled in 

bulk (about 1 ½ hours). 

Pinch the dough down & shape into loaves resembling skulls/round loaves with bones placed around the top. 

Let the loaves rise for 1 hour. 

Bake in preheated 350°F oven for 40 minutes.  Remove from oven & paint on glaze. 

Glaze: 
½  c. sugar 
1/3  c. orange juice 

2 tbs. grated orange zest 
Bring to a boil for 2 minutes & apply to bread with a pastry brush.  If desired, sprinkle colored sugar while glaze is 

still damp. 

 





October was National Bullying Prevention Month and here at 
Mexico Middle School, we held a Positive Pumpkin Coloring 
Contest to take a stand against bullying. Students and staff     
participated by choosing one of four pumpkin designs and deco-
rating them with their best positive messages or pledges to end 
bullying. Students learned how to be an “upstander” and support 
others who are being bullied through tips shared on the morning 
announcements. They were also taught about how to use, and 
where to find our DASA (Dignity for All Students Act) forms 
where they can report bullying – be it against themselves,       

another student, or if they are just aware of bullying happening. If you see something, 
say something! We are proud to have our students stand up against bullying and to see 
the participation in our Positive pumpkins Campaign. Students clearly worked very hard 
on their creations and it was hard to narrow them down to the following winning designs 
from each grade. The judging panel was randomly selected and made up of students and 
staff at the Middle School. Congratulations to all of the following winners: Mrs. Earley, 
Mrs. Penrod, Logan Billings, Rachel Gagnier, Emmaleigh Halbert, Ariana Bartle, Dylan 
Vecchio, Dylan Cole, Joseph Mulcahey, Makayla Bee, Chloe Adams and Cameron   
Hoxie!!! 




